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CHAPTER

II

READIN / / RITIN / AND / RITHMETIC
IN A ONE-ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE

MARSHA:

Good morning,

we ✓ re

here thls morning to talk

with Vesta Shea from Selden about her experiences
teaching in a one-room school.

Good morning,

Vesta.
VESTA:

Good morning.

MARSHA:

Would you describe a typical day before and after
school?

VESTA:

Well, before school there was

usually firee to

build and water to get in. The kids would usually
get to school around half-past eight. Then, they
could play until nlne.

After school I would

empty ashes, bring in supplies for the next day,
clean the floors, and grade papers .
MARSHA:

How are teaching habits different now than

when

you taught?
VESTA:

Oh, there ls an awful lot of difference.
only

have one grade

or two at the most.

Now you
Then,
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we had all eight grades.

The methods are about

the same.
MARSHA:

The school you taught ln had the first eight
grades?

VESTA:

Yes.

MARSHA:

Were you in charge of any extracurricular
activities outside of school?

VESTA:

Several schools where I taught we had 4-H.

And I

was one of the leaders the first year I taught
school.

Then, after I left that school, we

started up a club ln another school.
MARSHA:

Was there a problem with teacher turnover?

If

so, what was the cause?
VESTA:

No, not necessarily.

The main reason was a

teacher would move on to see lf she could get a
higher salary.
MARSHA:

Dld more than one teacher work ln the school ln
which you taught?

VESTA:

Nope.

MARSHA:

Just one.

What evaluation system was used for

the teacher?
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VESTA:

Just that they have a certificate.

If they knew

the person, they knew whether they wanted them in
the school or not.
MARSHA:

Where did you live while you were teaching in the
schools?

VESTA:

Two schools, I lived at home. The rest of them I
boarded, al I the way fran a quarter of a mlle to
three-quarters of a mile from the schoolhouse.

MARSHA:

Old you board ln someone else ; s home?

VESTA:

Someone else;s home, yes.

MARSHA:

How much schooling dld you have to have ln order
to teach?

VESTA:

I Just had through high school and took exams.

HARSHA:

You had some kind of examinations?

Where did you

get the schooling through high school?
VESTA:

In Selden.

MARSHA:

How were teachers expected to conduct themselves
in the conmunity?

VESTA:

Very strict.

No smoking, no drinking, and Just

set an example for the kids.
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MARSHA:

Was there a strict code of ethics and morals?

VESTA:

Yes.

MARSHA:

What was your salary when you first started
teaching?

VESTA:

Forty dollars a month.

I paid twelve dollars a

month board and room.
MARSHA:

How did they determine what salary you would get?

VESTA:

Just whatever the district could afford.

MARSHA:

Was it based on any experience?

VESTA:

No.

MARSHA:

Old you ever have a voice in what you got in
salary?

VESTA:

No, they Just told me what they paid and that was
it.
one.

If I didn ' t

like it, I would go to another

I put in an application for several schools

and tried to get the best.

Usually, I took the

first one that offered what I wanted.
MARSHA:

So you would have a Job?

VESTA:

Yes.
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MARSHA:

How dld you get your paychecks?

VESTA:

Sometimes one of the school board members brought
them up and sometimes they sent them wlth one of
the kids.

Sometimes I stopped by their house.

MARSHA:

How

often were you paid?

VESTA:

Once a month.

MARSHA:

What subjects did you teach?

VESTA:

Reading, writing, arithmetic, English, social
studies, agriculture, Kansas History, American
History, clvice, physiology, and geography.

MARSHA:

Old you cover each

VESTA:

Some we had three times a week, and some were two
times a week.

MARSHA:

one of these every day?

Most of them were every day.

You mentioned teaching methods earlier.
they about the same as today?

Were

Can you think of

anything that was Just a little different?
VESTA:

We had social studies.
studies?

MARSHA:

No.

Do you have social

No, I mean a course of study.
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VESTA2

We had a course of study we were supposed to
follow.

MARSHA:

What kind of teaching aids were made available?

VESTA:

None.

MARSHA:

Could you describe a typical day ' s curriculum?
Like a day of the week?

VESTA:

Say a Monday?

I would usually start out in the morning.

I

would have--1 think I usually started with
reading and have all the reading class while the
rest of the group was working on arithmetic or
some other subJect.

I'd start out--like with

first grade reading, second grade reading, and
try to get the reading classes al I in one period.
It took quite a bit of managing to get them all
i n.

MARSHA:

So, did you pretty wel I teach the three
baslcs--readlng, writing, and arithmetic first?

VESTA:

No, the writing was usually about fifteen minutes
until twelve.

MARSHA:

Were there any special classes or unique
educational services offered, like Learning
Disabilities, or Special Reading?

10

VESTA:

No.

MARSHA :

What were the amount of different classes given
at one time?

VESTA:

Well, one.

MARSHA:

You taught reading pretty much at the same tlme.
Then, you would switch and teach sanethlng else?

VESTA:

Yes.

MARSHA

Were there any competency tests or grade level

tests given to keep track of whether or not a
child was doing al I right?

VESTA:

I gave tests every month.

And then at the end of

the year one covered all of the work for the
year.
MARSHA

Old any of your schools have a I lbrary?

VESTA:

We had what you call a library, but it was mostly
story books and

Book of Knowledge

MARSHA:

How did you decide on textbooks to use?

VESTA:

The State told us.

MARSHA:

Where dld theee textbooks

We used what they put out.
come from?
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VESTA:

The State printer sent them out, I guess.
Anyway, they were printed by the State.

Then

they were sent to the drug stores and each one
would pick them up.

MARSHA:

You had to go and pick them up?

VESTA:

Later

I dld.

I think the last three years I

picked up some of the books.
got their own.

At first each one

They would come to school and get

a list of books to get.

Usually, we had a

half day of school the flrst day, and they would
get their books and supplies.

MARSHA:

What was the atmosphere of the total school
program?

VESTA:

Strict?

Oh, medium.
They minded.

Loose?

Not too strict, not to lenient.
They knew they had to mind, but

they also could get away with a few things.
MARSHA:

What was the usual age a child started school?

VESTA:

Slx.

MARSHA:

Did this ever vary during the time you were
teaching?
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VESTA:

I had one that would come to vlslt school at Old
Sheridan every day.

She was five and her brother

was in the first grade.

So, one day I told her

aunt who she was living with that she just as
well get her books and start.
MARSHA:

She was flve.

Did many children move in and out of the school
area during the year?

VESTA:

At Old Sheridan especially.

I had one family

that would move ln, and then move out before the
end of the year.
MARSHA:

How many students went to the school?

VESTA:

All the way from five to eighteen.
six different schools,

I taught ln

I believe it was.

school, McGraw, I started out with five.
Christmas. time,
gave me six.

In one
By

I had another one start, wh l ch

In March, I had two more come which

gave me one in each grade.
MARSHA:

What was the reason for their coining into the
area?

VESTA:

They had been going to another school and they
were not getting along in their books at all.
Llke arithmetic, the first of March, they were on
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page eleven.

The rest of the books were the

same, so they Just took them out of school.
MARSHA:

It was the parent 1 s decision then, to change the
schools?

VESTA:

Yes, lt was the parent 1 s decision.

MARSHA:

What kind of occupations did the students usually
take up once they finished?

VESTA:

Of course, this was Just grade school.

After

they got out of high school, a lot of them went
on to college and most of them, as far as I know,
have pretty good Jobs.

Teaching, bankers, and so

on.
MARSHA:

So some of them did go on to college?

VESTA:

Yes.

MARSHA:

Did the students of your school

come from any

particular heritage or cultural background?
VESTA:

Some did.

When I was in grade school, there was

a family that I later taught who didn't speak
English when they started school.

They Just

spoke German, this one boy ln particular.
had to learn English in school.

They

Later I taught
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one of his brothers and sisters.
l it t 1e
MARSHA:

II

Du tchy 11

•

They / re a

They st l 1 l are.

What was the number of years a student spent in
school?

VESTA:

Usually eight.

MARSHA:

Did they usually go all the way through the
Junior high age?

VESTA:

Yes.

MARSHA:

Are there any outstanding students who graduated
from the schools that you know of?

Is there

anyone famous today or anything like that?
VESTA:

No, I don/t have any that are what you / d call
famous.

But, some are still teaching .

There ls

one girl who teaches ln southeast New Mexico.
She teaches Indians.
MARSHA:

What kind of appearance and dress did you see ln
the students?

VESTA:

They were always neat.

The girls usually wore

dresses, the boys--thelr overalls or Jeans .
Later on, the girls, some of them, would wear
slacks.

MARSHA:

What was the cost of education to a student and
his fami Jy?

P.4'S7".J.,.

~4c .,,s

w1rs.

MARSHA:

4

good qv,sc./on.

.,r nan~ no ./ o'l!'a whae .le
0

Just" t"he cost" or t'/24>./r .ooolf-s, vsva/ /,,r,

What kind of games and so on, did the kids play
at r-ecess?

VESTA:

Just about anything you could name.

They played

ball, baseball, football, Pump-Pump-Pullaway,
Steal Pickles, Run-Sheep-Run, Hide-and-Seek, and
tag.
MARSHA:

So, they played mostly games that didn ; t take
equipment, or- did they br-lng their- own eq~lpment?
Or, did the school have it?

VESTA:

We u~ally had a bat and a ball .

The rest of the

stuff was just sticks and stones and things like
that, that they could pick up ln the yard.
MARSHA:

You talked a little bit about the grade levels
you taught.

Did you teach more than one grade

level at one time?
VESTA:

Yes,

all eight grades.
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MARSHA:

What was the average number of students ln each
grade level?

VESTA:

Okay, the first year I taught at Old Sheridan
school, I had two first graders, five third
graders, two fourth, one fifth, two sixth, three
seventh, and two eighth graders.

They would run

like that, depending on the number of students.
Except for at Crescent school, that had one in
each grade, five grades.

MARSHA:

Were there lots of families that had several kids

in the family going to school at the same time?

VESTA:

Yes,

one school, Spring Branch, I had eight kids

in school and six of them belonged to one family.

ARSHA:

What were some rules of the schools that might be
different from today, the discipline type rules?

ESTA:

Oh, if you want to leave the room, hold up two
fingers.

If you want to speak to someone, you

would hold up one finger.

That seemed to be in

about all the schools around.

Even when I was

going to school, lt was that way.

Otherwise,

they would have to get permission from the
teacher before they could leave their seats.
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1ARSHA:

Otherwise, they didn / t do any outside talking
other than if they raised their hand, unless you
were talking to them?

/ESTA:

No.

1ARSHA:

How were the discipline problems with the
children handled?

/ESTA:

Usually by standing on the floor or sitting in at
recess.

1ARSHA:

What do you mean by standing on the floor?

/ESTA:

Standing in the corner.

fARSHA:

Oh, standing in the corner.

~ESTA:

Or, standing by the desk, just perfectly quiet.

~ARSHA:

Old parents ever get involved ln any of the
discipline processes, or were they involved?

ESTA:

Most of the parents would tell me

•if he needs

hls britches paddled, paddle hlm, and he ' ll get
another one when he gets home."

But I never had

to do that.
ARSHA:

Can you compare how female teachers disciplined
differently than male teachers?
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VESTA:

No, I

couldn ✓ t

tell you whether there was much

difference or not. I really

wasn ✓ t

used to the

men teachers.
MARSHA:

Were there more women teachers around the area?

VESTA:

There were more women teachers.

HARSHA:

What was the length of a school day?

VESTA:

From nine

MARSHA:

And they ate lunch there?

VESTA:

They ate lunch at twelve to one, the noon perlod.

o ✓ clock

to four

o ✓ clock.

Ten thirty to a quarter till eleven was the first
recess, and two-thirty to a quarter till three
was the last recess.
HARSHA:

Old everyone bring their own lunch?

VESTA:

Yes, everyone brought their lunch.

MARSHA:

How long wae the school year?

VESTA:

Eight months, from September to the end of April.
It ran eight months, four weeks to a month.

HARSHA:

Old the length of the school year ever vary?
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VESTA:

No, lt usually started on Labor Day, and they had
a half a day of school.

MARSHA:

Was there any speclflc reason that classes got
over at the end of Aprll?

VESTA:

It was Just comnon.

All country schools got out

in eight months.
MARSHA:

What were some of the special observances that
your schools had?

Christmas programs? Spelling

bees?
VESTA:

We always had a Christmas program and Halloween
program of some type.

We'd have a Valentine

exchange on Valentine ' s Day.

The last day of

school we had a basket dinner and games.

And

then, we had an All School ' s Day between other
schools.

A couple or three schools would get

together and have games, ciphering matches,
spelling bees, and so on.
MARSHA:

So, you did have some activities between schools?

VESTA:

Yes.

MARSHA:

How far apart were some of these schools?
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VESTA:

The closest would be three miles.
one.

That was the

The others were six or seven miles.

MARSHA:

Old you have any type of music contests?

Vesta:

No, we would have contests-- it would be i n the
district.

If the kids were real good singers,

usually a singer, we / d enter the contest at the
district.

I think that was only at Bloomfield

School though, if I remember.
MARSHA:

Can you explain or describe any kind of
graduation exercises that the schools had?

VESTA:

We didn / t have graduation exercises.

From the

eighth grade they went to Hoxie, usually, for
graduation exercises with the whole county.
MARSHA:

Was there an organized Parent Teachers
Association?

VESTA:

No .

MARSHA:

Old you have any special traditions or anything
that were special to that school?

Vesta:
ARSHA:

No, I can / t think of any.
Was there a principal for the schools?
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VESTA:

No.

MARSHA:

Were there school boards for your schools?

VESTA:

There were three board members on the school
boards.

MARSHA:

Do you remember any of the member ; s names?

VESTA:

Yes, I thlnk I can remember them from all the
schools.

MARSHA:

Are there any deceased?

VESTA:

Some of them are.

Down at Bloomfleld--do you

want the names?

MARSHA:

Yes, Just a few.

rESTA:

At Bloomfield there was Mary Wessel, Seraphine
Depperschmidt, or Anna Depperschmidt, and Mrs.
June Moss or Jim Moss.

I think they changed

around from year to year.
ARSHA
/ESTA:

ARSHA:

Dl d the husband and wlfe change around?

Yes.
Who h l red and fired the teachers?
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VESTA:

The school board.
hired them.

They dldn/t flre them. They

Well, as far as I know. I;ve never

heard of one being fired before the end of the
year.

MARSHA:

So, they always let them finish the year.

If

they were having trouble, did they flre them?

VESTA:

Yes.

MARSHA:

Old anyone else have any input into a problem if
there was someone fired or hired?

VESTA:

Yes, anybody ln the dlstrlct could bring
complaints.

MARSHA:

Old the County Superintendent ever visit?

rESTA:

Yes, he visited at least once a year?

rARSHA:

Was the schoolhouse used for conmunity activities
or social actlvltles as well as for the
educational purposes?

~ESTA:

Yes, some of them we used for 4-H meetings.

If

we had parties and things llke that, they'd hold
them in the old schoolhouse.

ARSHA:

Do you remember when any of the schoolhouses were
bullt?
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VESTA:

I remember when Bloomfield was bullt.

It ls the

one that I went to, and it was built in 1923.

I

started ln the old schoolhouse and went three
months.
finished.

Then they had the new schoolhouse
My last two years of teaching were

there, from 1944-1946.
MARSHA:

Do you know why it was built?

VESTA:

Because you could throw a cat through the wall of
the old one anywhere.

It was Just falling to

pieces.
MARSHA:

What kind of materials did they use to build the
school?

VESTA:

The new one was built of brlck.
nice one.

It was a real

It ' s used as a home now.

It's been

remodeled and it's a home.
MARSHA:

Where did they get the materials?

Vesta:

That, I don ' t know.

MARSHA:

What kind of heating, lighting, toilets, that
kind of thing, were available in the schools?

VESTA:

For heating, most of them were coal stoves, all
except Bloomfield.

It was the new schoolhouse .
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It had a coal furnace and later they had an oll
burner.

The lighting was l amps that people would

bring if they had to have light at night.

They

would bring lamps or lanterns.

MARSHA:

Otherwise, you Just used daylight?

VESTA:

Yes, daylight.
electricity.

Except, at Spring Branch they had
They had Just gotten it in before

school started.
l unches.

At that school, we had hot

One of the parents would fix up a big

box like these double fruit crates.
potatoes and all the hot stuff ln it.

They / d have
This was

the parents who had all of the kids in school at
once.

Then I had a hot plate at school, and I

had to cook the dlnner--heat it up.

ARSHA:

What about the bathroom facilities?

What were

they like?

~ESTA:

They were down the back

path, behlnd the

schoolhouse.

ARSHA:

Were they outside?

(ESTA:

Yes.

~ARSHA:

How dld you get the water for the schools?
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VESTA:

At one school, Crescent, I hauled it.
schools, like Madison, hauled it.
the schools,

Some other

A couple of

McGraw and Old Sheridan, had pumps.

Bloomfield had a

winanlll.

MARSHA:

Can you describe the interior of the schools?

VESTA:

All of them were

just plain .

wi ndows on both sides.

Usually there were

There were double seats

on boards on runners so they could be moved
easi l y for cleaning.

The walls would be, maybe,

plastered l ike at Bloomfield School, or
wainscoting covered half way up, like at most of
the rest of the schools.

Usua ll y there was a

stage up front about six inches h i gh.

That was

used for plays and that ; s where the teacher sat.
ARSHA:

Was there Just one room, or was there a cloakroom
for their things?

WESTA:

All of them had cloakrooms where they put their
coats.

Usua l ly they put their lunch inside

close to the stove because if they left it in the
back of the room, lt wou l d be frozen by noon in
the winter.
ARSHA:

Who was in charge of keeping the school cleaned

and repaired?
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VESTA:

The teacher.

If there were too many repairs,

they called on the school board.
instance, when

Llke for

I taught in Crescent school, I

had a stove, I think it was from the beginning of
time.
pieces.

Every time I built a fire,

lt fell to

I ' d have to put the fire box together.

About the first recess one day,

a chunk of coal

exploded and knocked the firebox apart.
There were coals all over the floor.
all picked up.

I got it

I told the kids to go home.

When

we had a new stove, we ' d have school.
MARSHA:

You took that decision upon yourself?

VESTA:

I took that upon myself.

We had a new stove by

noon.
MARSHA:

Were there any physical changes other than that,
then, that took place while you taught?

VESTA:

No, most of the schools stayed the same from the
beginning to the end of the year.

I think that ' s

the only place that changed anything.
MARSHA:

What happened to the schoolhouses?
of them had been turned into a home?

You said one
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VESTA:

The brick house, Bloomfield District Flfty-elght
ls owned

by Earl Hoss.

home out of it.
side.

He ' s made a real nice

It had eight windows in the east

He took those out and put in picture

windows.

He divided i t up and has two bedrooms,

a bathroom, and

a utility room upstairs.

The

downstairs is fixed up like that.
MARSHA:

You talk about Bloomfield, where ls that from
Selden?

VESTA:

It ' s southwest about eleven miles, approximately.
It ' s four miles straight south of us.
three west and nine south of Selden.

We ' re
I think

it ' s about thirteen miles if you go around.
MARSHA:

What happened to all of the equipment and
supplies that were ln the building?

VESTA:

They had sales.

MARSHA:

What was the greatest distance traveled by any of
the students?

VESTA:

I think three miles was the farthest.

And they

had a horse and buggy.
MARSHA:

Was there any other type of transportation used
to get to school?
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VESTA:

Wel l , eometlmes they ' d rlde horeee, eometlmee
thelr folks would bring them ln a car.

HARSHA:

They had cars?

VESTA:

Yee.

MARSHA:

Old they ever walk?

VESTA:

They walked at all of the schools.

three miles didn ' t.

The onee from

But, about everyone else

walked.

HARSHA:

How dld you get to school?

VESTA:

Walked.

MARSHA:

Yes.

VESTA:

Walked.

HARSHA:

How far wae that?

VESTA:

Up to a mlle.

MARSHA:

Was the land upon which the buildlnge were built,

When I wae teaching?

purchased, or given to the schools?
the dletrlcts come up wlth the land?

Where dld
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VESTA:

For most of the schools, I think it was given to
them. Then when they broke up, it was given back
to the original owner.

MARSHA:

I know some of them did.

Do you know where the funds for the construction
of the schools came from?

VESTA:

Taxes.

MARSHA:

You have talked about six different schools.
Can you teJI about the different ones.

Where

were they when you taught in them?
VESTA:

Okay, Old Sheridan was District One, and it was
two miles south and four ml les--I always get
mixed up on tnJs--tJ.>O south dnd fou ~ e«~t, o r

four south and two east of Selden.
south and four east of Selden.

No, it ' s two

Then Crescent

was four west and three south of Selden.
was District Eight.

That

MaGraw, District

Fifty-four, ls sixteen southeast of Selden.
Madison Dlstrlct, One hundred le ln Decatur
County.

It would be five north

eight west of Selden.

and seven or

Bloomfield, well, I think

I told you where that was.

Spring Branch was

about slx miles east of Allison, down in Norton
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County.

Old Sherldan, District One, was about

two south and four

east of Selden.

MARSHA:

Did you move on because the schools closed?

VESTA:

Yes, see at Crescent, the first time it closed
after three graduated from the eighth grade.
They had only five students left, so they sent
them to a school three miles north and a half
mile east of that school for a few years.

MARSHA:

Most of the schools from that time have been
unified . Where do they go now?

VESTA:

They are unified, most of them.

Well, they all

go to Selden, Rexford, or Hoxie.
MARSHA:

Were there any significant reasons some of the

schools were named some of their names?
VESTA:

I

don ✓ t

know for sure.

Now, Bloomfield,

District Fifty-eight, was named for Bloomfield
township.

Crescent, District

in Bloomfield townshl·p, but I
was called Crescent.

Eighteen was also
don ✓ t

know why it

Spring Branch, in Norton

County, was named that because it was on a
branch of the Solomon River that had springs in
it. There was always water behind the
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schoolhouse.

Old Sheridan was the first school

ln the county.

It was out where Sheridan used

to be and that school remained after the town
I ef t.

MARSHA

..

Can you think of any controversies that
surrounded any of the schools?

VESTA:

No, not rea 1 1y.

MARSHA:

Well, I think that ls all I have today.
you.

VESTA:

You ac-e welcome.

Thank

